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Among the interesting collections of folk-tales and romances forming 
a part of the extensive literature of the Moriscos (Spanish- Arabic dialect), 
some of which are copiously quoted by Dr. Max Griinbaum in his Neue 
Beitr&ge zur semitischen Sagenkunde (Leiden, 1893), pp. 240 sq., is a 
volume bearing the following title : "Joseph Morgan, Mahometism Fully 
Explained. Written in Spanish and Arabick, anno 1603, for the instruc- 
tion of the Moriscos in Spain by Mahomet Rabadan, an Arragonian 
Moor." The author, a Christians nuevo, composed his work originally 
in verse and transmits many very interesting traditions of the Moslems, 
to some of which Griinbaum has given rabbinic parallels. Speaking of 
Joseph, the author says (p. 188, apud Griinbaum, loc. cit, p. 251) that 
when he was in prison, the angel Gabriel appeared before him and per- 
mitted him to use sand instead of water for purification, if water was not 

at hand. "Hence originated the injunction concerning |V»aj> with which 
the holy Sunnah has charged us." As the original text is not accessible 
to me, I cannot reproduce the passage. In my notes on this subject, 
AJSL., Vol. XV, No. 1, October, 1898, pp. 55-6, reference should have 
been made to Geiger's prize essay, Was hat Mohammed aus dem Juden- 
thume aufgenommsn ? (Bonn, 1883), p. 89 ; Reckendorf's Hebrew trans- 
lation of the Quran, K^pan IK l^^llpb^ (Leipzig, 1857), p. 47, n. 4; 
Wiesner's Scholien zum bdbylonischen Talmud [I. Heft, Berachoth] 
(Prag, 1859), p. 37, where Lamartine's History of the Turks, Vol. IV, 
p. 21, is quoted. 

2. PRAYERS FOR RAIN. 

In Talmud Babli, tractate Taanith, chap. Ill, f. 19a, we read the 
following story : 

nnb laK n^aw iti^td bbynn bsyan "Sinb ib inaxia mssa 
i"n^ Kbi bbsnn ipia" adis b-'nics D^ncs ^ntn ic^Sini ixa 
■j-'sa y"T23i-i rssb ia«i nsinn lw^ naiy ay nw na D^atoa 
TKTc bin^n -^aTrn "ss y^'os -^^ssb n-^a ps ^ds^tu "by orr'ss lair 
-p ad lax "fsMa D^araa ib^nnn -j-sn by nn^niD i$ -jj^ia tt 
nax -1^73 "i-i-'b ib-'nnn niiyai ^rT'ia ninin ^atsa j^bx "nbi^y: 
ix2""ffl iy -pp^ns ITT" nansi nsnn -p^sn •'■>2wj nbn "nbxTs -p ad 
ttcD lb inasi i«n D^aiTjfi "Dsa n^an nnb n^biEin^a bat.-iir" 
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